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Supporters of the North Forest Independent School District (NFISD) are holding out hope and
continuing their fight, in their quest to save the embattled district.

      

In a letter obtained by the Houston Forward Times, the U.S. Department of Justice has
responded to the North Forest ISD issue, giving a temporary reprieve to the district and some
hope to its’ supporters.   In the letter, dated May 24th, the U.S. Department of Justice indicates
they are looking into whether the NFISD closure and annexation violates the Voting Rights Act
of 1965, 42 U.S.C. 1973c.   The U.S. Department of Justice has to sign off on this closure and
annexation because the annexation involves voting rights.

  

The Texas Education Agency (TEA) ordered that the district be closed and annexed to Houston
Independent School District (HISD) on July 1.   An appeal was filed by NFISD with the State
Office of Administrative Hearings (SOAH), to contest the decisions of the TEA Commissioner.

  

The letter came on the same day that SOAH heard an appeal from NFISD and ruled against
them. In their appeal to SOAH, North Forest ISD was asking the Administrative Law Judge
(ALJ) to reverse the TEA Commissioner’s decisions, restore their accreditation and stop the
closure and annexation. The basis of their appeal was that NFISD believed the TEA
Commissioner acted contrary to applicable law in revoking their accreditation and ordering its
closure and annexation.

  

 1 / 5



BREATH OF LIFE?  THE FIGHT CONTINUES OVER NORTH FOREST ISD

Written by Jeffrey L. Boney
Wednesday, 29 May 2013 00:00

“Although the district was unsuccessful in its appeal to the State Office of Administrative
Hearings, we continue to hope for a positive outcome,” said Edna Forté, North Forest ISD
Superintendent.

  

Prior to the ruling, Forté indicated that NFISD had filed an appeal with the U.S. Department of
Justice and were optimistic they would receive an affirmative response.

  

This letter serves as indication that the pending NFISD closure and annexation was enough for
the U.S. Department of Justice to look into.   We have included a copy of the letter for your
review.

  

Prior to these happenings, the North Forest school board defied a state order to fire all its
teachers for the upcoming year in protest of the TEA’s decision. The North Forest trustees,
explaining their defiance over the mass firings, said they considered the TEA’s order “awful” and
“immoral.”

  

A TEA appointee, Doris Delaney, ordered the board during a recent public meeting to terminate
all teachers’ contracts, but the trustees unanimously refused, voting against the proposed
motions or failing to second them.

  

Debbie Ratcliffe, a spokeswoman for the TEA, said Tuesday that agency officials are expecting
towork out a plan to ensure the terminations occur so that HISD is not responsible for paying
millions of dollars to fulfill the teachers’ contracts. Ratcliffe refused to indicate whether TEA
Commissioner Michael Williams had the legal authority to terminate teacher’s contracts without
the NFISD school board’s vote.

  

Under state law, teachers in any district have to be given notice before the end of the school
year if their contracts are not going to be renewed for the following school year. Under state law,
teachers can appeal to the TEA to get their jobs back.

  

North Forest teachers’ union President Betty Robinson indicated that she plans to file appeals
on behalf of the teachers she represents if they are fired and said she is considering asking the
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TEA to require HISD to hire her members.

  

HISD Superintendent Terry Grier has not promised jobs to the 900 or so North Forest
employees and only has 600 jobs in the district. Of that 600, there are 400 teaching positions
open.
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