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With the Sacramento Kings continuing their general manager search, a most-unexpected
candidate has been revealed. The candidate is former Kings player and TNT commentator
Kenny Smith.  

  

Smith told USA TODAY Sports on Sunday night that he has been in discussions with new
owner Vivek Ranadive. Longtime general manager Geoff Petrie has been told that he will not be
re-signed after his contract expires later this month, and Smith is clearly hoping to be part of the
new regime. 

      

“We’ve been talking; we’ve been talking,” Smith said. “That’s all I’m going to say.”

  

Smith wasn’t afraid to campaign for his own cause, admitting that he’s looking for his next
challenge after becoming one of the most prominent and entertaining voices in the basketball
world.
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  “I’ve been winning my whole life,” Smith said. “I’ve been blessed to be a winner. So whateverhappens, whatever I do, I’m going to win an Emmy next year or I’m going to try to win an NBAchampionship or I’m going to try to win in cards. I’m a winner. I’m a winner. I’ve been blessed inmy whole life, so I think I have a clear vision.”  Smith was selected sixth overall by the Kings in the 1987 draft out of North Carolina, thenplayed his first two-plus seasons there before he was traded to the Atlanta Hawks. He won twochampionships with the Houston Rockets (1994, 1995), and averaged 12.8 points and 5.5assists per game in his 10-year career.  Asked if he has been on the lookout for front office opportunities, Smith said, “Honestly, I’vebeen looking at both. A lot of things have been coming these last couple of years, and this timeI’ve been taking it serious. My kids are at an age where I feel comfortable. Prior to now, the kidswere just too young. I didn’t want to be in it. But I just started taking it serious.”  Time will tell whether the new Kings owner is taking Smith seriously as an option to run his newteam.      
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